Introduction
Although considerable effort has been devoted to the study o f the chemical [ Title com pound 4 combines the nitroenamine and vinamidine systems within its cross conjugat ed core. It was originally isolated by one o f us as an unexpected minor product during the synthesis o f the nitroenamine l-(N-/er/-butylamino)-2-nitroethene [13] . We have now prepared 4 directly from nitromalonaldehyde [14] and established its "U-shaped" structure and C2 symmetry in the sol id state via a single crystal X-ray diffraction study [15] . 
Results and Discussion
The molecular structures o f 4 and 5 are depicted in Figures 1 and 2 , respectively, and the atom numbering is keyed to the composite list o f bond distances and angles found in Table I .
Com pound 4 is seen to exist as a highly polar ized molecule in the solid state, its cross conjugat ed core being very nearly planar. This planarity is enforced by an intramolecular hydrogen bond linking the two amino nitrogen atoms, the C -N --N -C virtual angle being 0. 
